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Examiner 

Jermie Cozart 



Applicant{s) 

PLANK. OTTO 



Art Unit 

3726 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears o n the cover sheet with the corresponaence aaaress 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE J MONTH(S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is speafied above the "^^^^ to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )|EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 November 2001 . 
2a)KI This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fon^ai matters Prosecution as to the merits is 
^ closed in accordance with the practice under Exparte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-3.5 and 6 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-3. 5 and 6 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Applicafion No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translafion of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) □ Notice of References Cited (PT0.892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) 0 Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 09/623,865 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3726 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 The following is a quotation of tlie appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent m the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Ashby et al. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/14/01 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Ashby does not disclose breaking out a portion of the rear 
work piece as the punch is driven there through, or then the material of the upper work 
piece being curled back over the rear work piece to fonn the rim hole. 

In response, the Examiner maintains that Ashby discloses breaking out a portion 
of the rear work piece (84) as the punch (54) is clearly driven there-through as shown in 
Figures 5 and 6, then the material of the upper work piece (82) is curled back over the 
rear work piece (84) to form a rim hole as clearly shown in Figures 7 and 8. Therefore 
Ashby clearly teaches the limitations disclosed by Applicant's claim 1 . 

Applicant also argues that the eyelet opening produced by the process recited in 
claim 1 of the instant application does not curl back any material of the rear work-piece. 




Application/Control Number: 09/623,865 f^age ^ 

Art Unit: 3726 

In response, the Examiner maintains that Applicant not presented or claimed this 
feature in any of the pending claims. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jermie Cozart whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0126. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30 am - 6:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Hughes can be reached on 703-308-1806. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3579 for 
regular communications and 703-305-3579 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1148. 




O^THOMARHUGHeS' 
SUPERVISORS P/^ 1 t.NT !r;;<AMINER 
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Attachment for PTO-948 (Rc\. 03/01- or earlier) 

6/18/01 



The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading. 
""Information on How ?o Effect Drawing Changes/\on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/OK or earlierj form. 

INFORMATION OS HOW TO LFFEC T DRAW INC ( M VNGt.S 
I, Correction of Inrormplitics - 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawmijs musi be filed wiih the chanjjes nkorporatcd (herein 
identifying indicia, ifprovided. should include the uik of ihe mveniion 
invemor*s name, and application number or dockei number (it any) u an 
application number has not been assigned to the application if this intbrmation 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and centered wiihm^ihc top 
margin If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability ( PTOL- 
37), the new drawings MUST be tiled within the THREE MONTH shonened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowabiiiiy Extensions of time 
nuy NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR I 1 36(a) or (b) for filing 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed lo 
the Official Draftsperson 

V 

2. Coirections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than intormalittcs noted by uie Uransperson. 
MUST be raade in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be mcorporated into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the exammcr before the application will be 
allowed No changes will be permitted to be made other than correction oi 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required lo submit the drawing corrections within the 
tttnc period set m the attached-Office communication See ^7 CFR 
1-85(3) 



Failure to take corrective action witliin the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application 



